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It is difficult to believe that a year 
ago we were celebrating the end 

of our building project with open 
mornings and open evenings for 
parents, former staff and students 
and the local community. Without 
a doubt the improvements to our 
school have had a positive impact 
not only for students and staff who 
enjoy our new-look school on a 
daily basis, but also on visitors to 
the school who are always very 
impressed with our smart school 

Head Teacher’s Update
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as well as our positive learning 
atmosphere.  When  asked what 
we need to improve on, the answer 
visitors give is either ‘nothing’ or 
there is a reference to the science 
and maths block.

I am delighted therefore that we 
have finally got the funds together 
to improve this area of the school 
too.  Work has already begun with 
the removal of the panels and 
we are about to replace all the 
windows and doors which 
will make a huge difference, not 
least because we will be able to 
ventilate classrooms better.  
We are all looking forward to 
these improvements and during 
the summer holidays we hope to 
redecorate and re-carpet, thus 
completing the face lift of our 
science, maths, performing arts 
and SEN areas. 

Mrs Wilson - Headteacher

Aiming High
Year 11 students received their mock examination results in a ‘Results 

Day’ in January, mirroring the experience they will have in August this 
year. Many students saw the results of their hard work and were delighted 
with the overall picture, whereas others can now see what they need to do 
to reach their targets.  All Year 11 students have had a TLC – a ‘Targeted 
Learning Conversation’ with a senior member of staff to celebrate success 
and set targets for the next few months.  Year 11 students took part in 
Exambusters and Year 10 in Super Speedy Study Skills events in February 
and will be able to access special study sessions with their Learning 
Community Leaders.  There will be opportunities to revise with staff 
during the Easter holidays in a planned programme of events.

Year 11 have been introduced 
to an amazing website called 

GCSEPod this term. There are 
literally thousands of easily 
accessible podcasts available on 
a huge variety of GCSE topics. 
Each student has been given 
login information and hundreds 
of podcasts have already been 
streamed or downloaded by our 
students. Each podcast is short 
and links explicitly to each GCSE 
exam. There are also helpful 
animations and illustrations with 
each one. It works just as well on 
school computers as it does on 
smart phones so every student 
has the opportunity to improve 
their grade significantly over the 
next important few months. 

“GCSEPod is a new way 
of revising at Maidenhill. 
Students can download 
podcasts on to their 
computers or phones. I 
have found it very useful 
and the best thing about it 
is that it’s quck and easy. 
I think that GCSEPod will 
encourage students to 
revise more.” 
– Casey Field, 11FCM

“GCSEPod is a great new 
way for revision. The 2-5 
minute podcasts have 
helped me to find a quick 
and easy way to revise”
– Josh Holme, 11HKA

The GCSE written exams begin 
on 11th May, with practical 
exams such as art being 
scheduled in April.
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Year 7 Castle Competition
The annual Maidenhill castle 

competition took place in 
December.  All students in Year 
7 were asked to research and 
create a realistic model of a 
medieval castle.  As always, the 
work produced was of a very 
high standard.  Winners were 
chosen from all five Year 7 groups 
and each received a prize and 
certificate in assembly.  This year’s 
winners were Ella Bourne, Emma 
Dalby, Caitlin Donovan, Amina 
Elgharbawy, Grace Gibbs, Conor 
Glassonbury, Toby Hawkins, 
Amelia Hill, Eloise Jenkins, Ellie 
Luff, Cleo Morgan-Glass, Aleah 
Phipps, Ashley Rowles, Jacob 
Russell, Jacob Sanders, Paige 
Shirreff, Jake Tombs, Hattie True 
and Clare Wilson.

Since January 2014 the 
Horrible Histories club has 

been meeting each week.  It is 
a chance for students from all 
years to get together and discuss 
historical events and individuals. 
The club is run by two Year 9 pupils, 
Amberlea Jones and Adam Kicman.  
Each week students lead the 
session about an historical period 
or individual that interests them. 
Recent topics have included Jack 
the Ripper, Charles II, the history 
of Poland, medicine through time, 
Pompeii and the battle of Hastings.

Students from the club led our 
Remembrance Day assemblies 
in November on the theme of 
“what Remembrance means to 
us…”.  Students shared information 
they had researched about the 
use of poppies as a symbol of 
remembrance. All students in 
assemblies were invited to write 
their own reflections on what 
Remembrance means to them. 
The reflections are displayed in 
the Humanities corridor. 

Horrible Histories

Maths Challenge
certificate: Tyler Murray, Evie 
McCabe, Dan Warriner, Thomas 
Brady, Oliver Beard, Madeline 
Gloyne, Jordan Marks, Nathan 
Lord, Davy McIntosh, Scott 
Brothwell and Chris Jarrett. 
Two Year 10 students, Sean Smith 
and Aaron Henry, achieved a silver 
certificate placing them in the top 
20% of students nationally.  Well 
done to all these students!

Oliver Ayre, a Year 10 student, has 
not only achieved a gold certificate 
which puts him in the top 7% of 
students nationally, he has also 
been invited to take part in one of 
the follow-on Olympiad rounds, 
The Hamilton. This is a phenomenal 
achievement which puts him in 
the top 500 students in his year.  
The Hamilton follow on round 
takes place on Thursday 19th 
March. 

We wish him the best of luck!

Each year students have the 
opportunity to take part in 

an individual maths challenge, a 
competition arranged by the UK 
Maths Trust to challenge students.  
Last academic year over 600,000 
pupils from 4,000 schools took part 
in the three individual challenges, 
the UK’s biggest national maths 
competitions.  Each challenge leads 
into a follow-on Olympiad round.

The most recent event was the 
Intermediate Challenge.  Year 9 
and 10 students took part and 
the following achieved a bronze 

We have a number of after 
school and lunch time 

activities in the maths department.  
For Year 11, maths revision is on 
after school on a Monday and 
lunchtime on a Wednesday for both 
foundation and higher tiers. 
We are pleased to announce that 
the ‘Stocks and Shares Club’ starts 
this term  every Tuesday lunchtime.  
All students are welcome to come 
and test their skills at buying and 
selling (fictional) shares. 
The maths department also offers 
homework support every lunchtime 
in Ma4.  All students are welcome 
to come and complete their online 
homework on the computers or get 
assistance with their work.

Maths Opportunites



4

 MAIDENHILL  NEWS:  SPRING 2015

On Thursday 12th February, 
author Christopher Edge 

visited Maidenhill School to talk to 
all year 7, 8 and 9 students about 
his work, his life and his inspiration 
for producing such phenomenal 
literature.

Whilst he was here, Edge spoke 
about his most famous books -  
12 Minutes to Midnight, The Black 
Crow Conspiracy and Shadows 
of the Silver Screen.  They all star 
a girl called Penelope who writes 

Visiting Author
horror and thriller stories in her 
father’s newspaper, the Penny 
Dreadful, under the fake name of 
Montgomery Cliffs for the reason 
that women can’t really be authors 
or writers so she disguised herself 
with a man’s name in order to write 
her heart out.

One of the fun things that Edge had 
the audience participating in was 
when he had the idea of planning a 
mystery story based in this school 
and the ideas that we heard and or 
yelled out were most extraordinary.  
We heard ideas like all of the 
teachers dying slowly, students 
going missing, dead squirrels, a 5 
year old detective and even a head 
teacher disguised by wearing a 
mask.

It was a truly remarkable visit and 
we owe Christopher a huge thank 
you.  Our school gladly invites 
authors in anytime, every time, so 
any offer?  Anyone?  We’re free!

Thomas Brady -  9DKG

Cancer
She isn’t afraid of dying.

She believes the time is right,
to leave the life she leads

with such joy, inspiration and light.

She learnt to take the bad days,
and be thankful for the good.

Her body constantly changing , doing things
she never thought it could.

Cancer took her one quiet night
The most beautiful night so far

She didn’t remain on this earth for long
But forever will she be a star.

Harmony Warren-Hartley - 11RAM

Aim Higher

On Wednesday 4th  
February 2015, The 

University of Gloucestershire 
hosted an Aim Higher event for 
some of our Year 9 students 
to encourage them to think 
about their future, specifically 
with regards to considering the 
possibility of going to university. 

During the morning of our visit 
we had a tour of the Oxstalls 
campus showing all of their 
impressive facilities, the lecture 
theatres and halls of residence. 
The tours were conducted 
by student ambassadors who 
provided our students with a 
great insight into university life.

The students also took part in 
a session encouraging them to 
consider what qualifications 
are needed for different 
careers and how choices might 
affect students own pathways 
through education, training and 
employment. In addition they 
explored the reasons why people 
go to university and the range of 
courses available at both further 
education and higher education 
institutes. 

The visit was a huge success 
and our students came back 
enthused about the possibility 
of studying at an establishment 
such as The University of 
Gloucestershire.

Harmony Warren-Hartley was 
an overall winner for a poetry 
competition organised by the 
estate agent Location Location 
for the local community and 
local schools.  Harmony won 
book vouchers and was invited 
to a special award event to 
receive her prize.  The judges 
commented on how moving 
her poem was.

Poetry Competition
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The Lost Art of Letter Writing

During December my English 
class entered the “Lost Art of 

Letter Writing” competition run 
by Pushkin Children’s Books and 
First News.  We were tasked with 
writing a letter to whomever we 
wanted.  As there wasn’t a specific 
criteria, the hardest decision to 
make was who to write to.  
I eventually decided to write my 
letter to a person who inspired me, 
Martin Luther King, asking how he 
gained the confidence to speak out 
against racism, to fight for equality 
and rights.

Chefs on Tour

On the 28th January two 
Year 10 classes were shown 

a demonstration of how to cook a 
chicken dish and a fish dish from 
“Chefs on Tour” Head Chef and 
lecturer Shaun Naen. “Chefs on 
Tour” demonstrations deliver the 
cooking skills of the Gloucestershire 
College catering department directly 
to the classroom in schools around 
Gloucestershire. I learnt a lot that 
afternoon, from cooking fish to 
making noodles and curries.  I think 
everyone enjoyed watching Shaun 
cook and came out with positive 
comments. The tasting of the food at 
the end was the best!

Megan Ford – 10FKS

The chef was great at what 
he did and not to mention 

hilarious.  While showing us how 
to portion chicken using loads of 
international foods and spices 
he never failed to make us laugh.  
He was great at involving us and 
bringing us into the cooking and 
showing us how certain things 
are done where he is from 
in Malaysia and Borneo.  
The food tasted delicious.  
We had noodles with two 
chicken dishes.  He was a very 
jokey character that made us 
enjoy watching him cook 
even more.

Jack Mace – 10HIJ

Rotary Young 
Chef Competition

We are so proud of Eleanor’s 
recent achievements in 

cooking.

First, she won the local heat in the 
Rotary Young Chef competition. 
This was held at school and the 
students who took part all cooked 
well.  Then, she went on to the 
district semi-final at Marlwood 
School. Competition here was just 
as tough. Eleanor had prepared 
well and tried her very best on the 
day, and although she narrowly 
missed out on a place in the 
final, she received some lovely 
comments and praise for her food.

The whole experience has been 
really good for her and we know 
that she has learned much.

We want to say thank you to school 
and to Stonehouse Rotary Club. 
Particular thanks go to Miss Fry 
for all her help, advice, time and 
support.

Mr and Mrs Banks

I was chosen as a runner up 
from hundreds of entries in 
the competition and received a 
copy of “The Letter for the King” 
by Tonke Dragt.  It is a fantasy 
novel about a young boy who is 
entrusted with delivering a very 
important letter to the King.

If you would like to read my 
letter it is on the Maidenhill 
website under News and 
Events.

Saskia Poole - 9HRC

37 Japanese students from 
Matsuzaka High School joined 
us from Monday 16th – Friday 
20th March.  More information to 
follow in the next newsletter.

Japanese 
Students Visit
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SPORT Rugby
As a school we are very 
proud to announce that 
Year 8 boys, Sam Beard 
and Elliot Gardner, have 
been selected to take 
part in the Gloucester 
Rugby Academy Training 
Programme. This is a 
rare opportunity to 
spend quality time with 
high level coaches to 
help maximise the boys’ 
rugby potential

“The Gloucester 
Academy has been 
a great experience. 
It has taught us a lot and 
certainly improved our 
confidence in match play.  
We look forward to our 
forthcoming training 
sessions and seeing 
the improvement in 
our rugby”.

Sam Beard - 8REW

Congratulations
Congratulations to Oli Counter 
and Jack Mace who are both 
representing Stroud District 
Schools’ under 15s football team.  
As a school and PE department 
we are delighted by the boys’ 
achievement.

Cheerleading
Cheerleading club has been hugely 
successful with both boys and 
girls.  Gloucestershire College 
students have been leading our 
cheerleading club every Friday.  
Our cheerleading squad is excited 
about the competition in April and 
ensure that they always attend 
training.  All the participants would 
like to say a big thank you to the 
Dynamites Cheerleading students 
from Gloucestershire College.

Emily Chandler
Former student Emily Chandler, who 
now attends Archway sixth form, 
recently spent a week at Maidenhill 
School on work experience. Emily was 
involved in leading parts of PE lessons, 
assisting with extra-curricular clubs and 
spending time observing and supporting 
students.  

“I am currently studying double sport 
and exercise science, anthropology and 
sociology. My aim is to achieve a double 
distinction star in sport and exercise 
science and  solid A-C grades 
in anthropology and sociology”

We would like to congratulate Emily in 
achieving a place on the county cross-
country team. Emily will be competing 
in a national competition this spring. 
We wish her the best of luck both with 
her running and studies.



Football
Football training has been 
particularly well attended 
throughout terms 3 and 
4 this year.  Students 
from all year groups have 
attended training regularly 
and have demonstrated 
a real commitment and 
an enthusiastic approach 
towards their football 

training sessions.  Andy Poole 
from PSALMS, Mr Clements, Mr 
Ackland and Mr Parrott would like 
to thank the students who have 
attended regularly and for their 
hard work at training sessions 
and school matches. The girls 
have trained every Monday and 

been successful in beating 
Rednock and Archway.  
Tia Allen performed 
outstandingly as the 
goalkeeper and will now 
be training our Year 7 
goalkeeper.
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One of the school’s tutor groups, HIJ, ran school 
assemblies during a week in January to highlight the 

work of Handicap International, an independent charity 
working in situations of poverty and exclusion, conflict 
and disaster around the world. It works alongside disabled 
and vulnerable people to help meet their basic needs, 
improve their living conditions and promote respect for 
their dignity and fundamental rights. It is in the forefront 
of humanitarian efforts to rehabilitate those who have lost 
a limb, many of whom are children.

Following on from the assemblies HIJ arranged an “Odd 
Shoe Day” on Friday 23rd January where students and 
staff were asked to wear odd shoes and make a donation 
to the charity.  Nearly £140 was raised.  

Also on Friday 13th February the school raised £427 
for the “End Polio Now” charity in conjunction with the 
Rotary Club by holding a non-uniform day.

Odd Shoe Day

Athletics
Jordan Hodges took part in 
the Sainbury’s Indoor Athletics 
Grand Prix in Birmingham on 
Saturday 21st February where 
he was lucky enough to meet 
Mo Farah, Kim Collins and Greg 
Rutherford.  Jordan continues 
to train at the Prince of Wales 
Stadium with the Cheltenham 
and County Harriers.  Jordan 
has qualified for the English 
Schools’ Athletic Association 
and will be training hard to 
improve his sprint time.  Good 
luck Jordan.

Well done again to Jake Tombs, 
who has demonstrated a 
fantastic attitude towards cross-
country and narrowly missed 
out on a place to represent 
Gloucestershire.  Jake achieved 
11th place and needed to finish 
in the top ten to secure a place 
on the team.  Jake is the first 
reserve for the team and as 
a school and PE department 
we are very proud of his 
commitment and hard work. 
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TERM 5
Monday 13th April

Start of Term 5

Wednesday 15th April
Full Governing Body Meeting

Wednesday 29th April – Friday 1st May
Year 10 – Geography Field Visit

Monday 4th May
Bank Holiday

Monday 11th May
GCSE Exams Start

Saturday 16th May
Boulogne Visit

Friday 22nd May
End of Term 5

TERM 6

Monday 1st June
Start of Term 6

Thursday 4th June
Full Governing Body Meeting

Monday 22nd June
GCSE Exams Finish

Tuesday 23rd June
Sports Day (p.m.)

Wednesday 24th June
Year 7-10 Prince of 

Wales Athletic Event

Wednesday 24th June
Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 25th June
Reserve Sports Day (p.m.)

Thursday 25th June
Summer Concert – 7pm

Friday 26th June
INSET DAY

Thursday 2nd July
Year 11 Leavers’ Ball – 7pm

Friday 3rd July
Year 6 Discovery Day

Monday 6th July
Year 6 Parents’ Evening

Friday 17th July
End of Term 6

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Maidenhill Friends
Maidenhill Friends organised the Christmas raffle and refreshments at 

the Winter Celebration and represented the school at the Stonehouse 

Goodwill evening in November.  As a result of fundraising, we have bought 

an outside table tennis table for the students and hope that another can 

be bought soon.  We are planning a summer event and are exploring a barn 

dance.  If you would like to get involved, our next meeting is on 14th April 

at 7pm in the Learning Hub – all parents and friends welcome.  Please let 

Reception know if you would like us to contact you.

David Dalby - Secretary
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